Celebrating Earth Day!
No matter how young or old you are, it is never too late
to start living an earth-friendly life. Even if you practice
small acts like recycling crayons, it can add up to a
great positive change for the planet because you join
many people around the world that are committed to
making our planet the best it can be.
Recycling helps to conserve Earth’s natural resources.
When you recycle, you make sure that we get the most
use out of a product and do not waste new material on
making the same thing twice. It is important that you
teach others this important lesson because when you
educate others about living earth-friendly you help to
make an even bigger change for our planet.
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This year, remember to celebrate Earth Day in Hudson
County at the HCIA Earth Day Celebration at Liberty State
Park on April 16th. The fun starts at 10 a.m. with the
Annual 5K Run/Fitness Walk for your parents and the
Kids Fun Run for you and your friends. Then take part in
the many exciting activities at our special “Kid’s
Kingdom” that will help you to learn more about the
environment and how you can help keep your
neighborhood clean, green and healthy!

H

udson County
is home to Champions!
Congratulations to each one of you
for the incredible job you did this
year for the 3rd Annual Crayon
Recycling Contest. Your hard work
paid off, making Hudson County the
Nationwide Crayon Recycling
Champion. It goes to show that
working together truly
makes a difference in
Thomas A. DeGise
making our environment
Hudson County Executive
cleaner and greener!

Earth
Friendly
Lingo

Storm Water Pollution . . .

Water that picks up pollutants from streets, parking
lots, driveways and yards and goes into the storm drain
system polluting rivers, lakes and oceans.

Conserve . . .
To protect natural resources by using materials
carefully and not wasting them.

S

pring is here and at the HCIA,
we are getting ready to celebrate
Earth Day! There are many things
that you can do to celebrate this
special day. You can work with
others to protect the planet from
pollution, teach others environmental
safety tips or join the HCIA at the
Earth Day Celebration! A special
thank you to all the student
artists that participated in
John L. Shinnick
this year’s Poster Contest—
HCIA Chairman
great job!

Toxic . . .
A warning word; products that are toxic contain
materials like poison that can be harmful to
your body and the environment.

Recycle . . .
To use materials again to make new items instead of
throwing them away. You can recycle many different
everyday products such as paper, metal and plastic.

Household Hazardous
Waste . . .
A product in your home such as paint or oil that is toxic
to living things and the environment.

A

pril showers bring May flowers
the saying goes. The rainfall,
unfortunately, can also cause
pollution. In this issue of Seasons
for Kids, you will learn how everyday activities like walking your pet
can lead to storm water pollution.
This type of pollution is a serious
problem that we can all work to
control. You can help the HCIA to
keep our environment safe by
practicing some simple
tips at home. We know
Norman M. Guerra
you can help us to make a
Executive Director
difference Kid Krusaders!
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Hudson County Students are

Nationwide

You guys did it! This year students in every town in Hudson County
collected almost 2,300 pounds of crayons for the 3rd Annual HCIA Crayon Recycling
Contest. That is more than any other county in the whole country making Hudson
County students Nationwide Champions! Good Job Everyone!
First Place - Holy Cross School in Harrison
Second Place – Clarendon School in Secaucus
Third Place - Huber Street School in Secaucus
Fourth Place – PS #5 in West New York
Fifth Place – Holy Rosary Academy in Union City

Earth Day Poster
Winners Too!
KINDERGARTEN – GRADE 1
First Place: Julia Lopez
St. Francis Academy (Union City)
GRADE 2 – 3
First Place: Nicole Perez
St. Francis Academy (Union City)
GRADE 4 – 5
First Place: Jose Cantarero
Public School #3 (Jersey City)
GRADE 6 – 8
First Place: Franz Escana
St. Nicholas School (Jersey City)

Keeping Our

Water Clean
One of the most common ways that the
water in our environment is polluted is
through storm water pollution. When
litter is carelessly thrown out on the
street, it can mix with water from rain,
garden hoses and other activities like
washing your car that ends up as pollution in the water system.

oceans where it pollutes the water and
makes it dangerous for us to use.

It is very important that we keep waterways safe from storm water pollution
because all living things need clean,
fresh water to survive. Because only
three percent of the water on our planet is freshwater and safe for us to use,
When water hits the ground, it picks up water is one of nature’s most valuable
pollutants such as litter, automotive resources. We must work together to
fluids, used oil, fertilizers and even put a stop to storm water pollution.
your pet’s waste from streets, parking Remember that small acts like keeping
lots, driveways and yards in your litter off the streets or picking up after
neighborhood. This dirty water then your pet when you go out for a walk
goes into the storm drain system and makes a huge difference in helping to
straight to our rivers, streams and keep our environment safe!

SayWhat!
If you leave the water running while you brush your teeth,
you waste five gallons of water.That’s enough to fill 53 cans of soda!

More than 20 million people took part in events on Earth Day in 1970
—and every year since, the numbers continue to grow!
The automobile is the most recycled
consumer product in the world.
It takes 5 years for a milk carton to break down
and return to the earth. But it takes 400 years
for a plastic sandwich bag to break down
and return to the earth.
A single quart of motor oil, if disposed of
improperly, can contaminate up to
2,000,000 gallons of fresh water.

More than 85% of used printer cartridges are
simply tossed in the trash. If every used cartridge
was recovered, we could keep 570,000 tons of plastic
from entering the waste stream!

Kid Krusaders
Remember To:

What makes Waste

“Hazardous?”
Waste becomes hazardous when toxic
materials are used to make it. You can
tell if a product is hazardous by looking
for these warning signs on the
label. Remind your parents to dispose
of HHW the right way during HHW Days
to make sure that you, your family and
the environment remain safe!

KEEP IT OUT OF THE DRAIN!
Many people like to paint in the spring to
welcome the new season but it is important
that leftover paint be disposed of the right way.
Even though leftover paint is a form of liquid, it
should never be poured down the drain.
Pouring paint down the drain can be dangerous
to your health and the environment because
it is Household Hazardous Waste (HHW).

WARNING WORDS
DANGER
EXPLOSIVE
TOXIC
POISON
FLAMMABLE
CAUTION
CORROSIVE

HHW needs to be separated from your regular garbage. They should never
be put in the trash can or poured down the drain or into storm drains.
Remind your parents to dispose of extra paint the right way by bringing it
to HHW Days. The paint will be recycled so that our environment can stay
clean and healthy!

HHW LIST:
Latex paint
Pool chemicals
Fluorescent bulbs
Aerosol cans
Used motor oil
Fire extinguishers
Batteries
Propane tanks
(from barbecues only)

Spring 2005
HHW Days
SATURDAY MAY 7, 9 AM – 1 PM
JERSEY CITY: JCIA, 501 ROUTE 440
KEARNY: DPW, 357 BERGEN AVE.
SUNDAY MAY 15, 9 AM – 1 PM
BAYONNE: NORTON PAINTS, 148 EAST 5TH ST.
NORTH BERGEN: MUA 6116 TONNELLE AVE.

Throw empty aerosol and dry latex paint cans out with the regular trash!

eWord
Search
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Safety First!
Activities like running, walking or riding a bike can be lots of fun. They are also a great
way to get exercise that is healthy for your body and good for the environment. Remember
to practice these safety tips next time you go out to enjoy a sunny day in the park or in
your neighborhood.

Safety tips for walking and running:

Always walk on the sidewalk.
Cross only at corners or marked crosswalks.
Stop and look left, then right, then left again, before stepping onto the street.
Dress to be seen. At night, wear special reflective material on your shoes, cap or jacket
so that cars can see you.

Safety tips for riding a bike:
Wear a helmet. Helmets can prevent head injuries and save your life.
Always ride on the RIGHT moving with the flow of traffic so cars can see you.
Obey traffic signals. Stop and be extra careful at crossroads.
Remember to ride single file when you are out with your friends.
The TMA can help you to learn more bike and pedestrian safety tips at the HCIA Earth Day

Celebration at Liberty State Park on April 16th. Remember to visit us and the police offi-

cers of Hudson County who will be on-hand to remind you that when it comes to walking,
running or biking, it’s safety first!

Environmental Resources
One of the most important things that a student
can do is to work hard to always keep learning new
things! At the HCIA, we want to make sure that all
Hudson County students learn everything they can
about the environment to keep it clean and healthy.
Here are some great ways to do that:
The Lending Library has terrific books, brochures,
magazines, videos and much more to help you learn
more about the environment! There are also live
educational programs such as “Wiggle E. Worm” to
help you learn more about things like recycling and
how you can make your own compost farm!
Have your teacher contact the HCIA to learn more
about these and other programs by visiting

www.hcia.org or by calling the environmental
hotline at 1-800-540-0987.

Take a look at these cool websites.
You’ll learn more about how you can
protect the environment!
www.hcia.org
www.earthday.net
http://dltk-kids.com/crafts/earth.html
www.nj.gov/dep/seeds/earthday/arbor.htm
www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/earthday/index.html

